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Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council

PLANNING and TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY BOARD
22 May 2006
Joint Report of the Director of Planning & Transportation
and the Cabinet Member for Planning & Transportation 

Part 1- Public
Matters for Information  

1 THE SOUTH EAST PLAN
1.1 The Panel will be aware that the South East of England Regional Assembly (SEERA) has been engaged in the preparation of the South East Plan which was submitted to the Deputy Prime Minister by the Assembly on the 31 March 2006.  The Plan is now the subject of a period of statutory consultation which runs until 23 June 2006.  The next stage of the process will then be handled by an Independent Panel appointed by the Government who will convene an Examination in Public scheduled to commence in November of this year.

1.1.1 Locally there has been a great deal of effort to work in partnership with other district councils and the county council to seek to influence the parts of the Plan that are most pertinent to the Borough and the surrounding area.  In particular we have been engaged in a steering group for the area labelled by SEERA as the ‘Rest of Kent’ and generally speaking the efforts of the steering group have been successful in shaping some of the content of the Plan.

1.1.2 Shortly after the production of this agenda a meeting of senior officers from across the county was planned in order to identify common aspects that the local authorities of Kent and others could helpfully make in partnership to provide the best influence on the Plan and at the forthcoming Public Examination.  It seemed logical to await the outcome of that meeting before finalising a report to the Board. Consequently, we will circulate a substantive report on this matter as soon as practically possible so that Members of the Board have the opportunity to consider it in detail.
1.2 Legal Implications

1.2.1 Not applicable.
1.3 Financial and Value for Money Considerations

1.3.1 Not applicable.

1.4 Risk Assessment

1.4.1 Not applicable.
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